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President/Founder - Mark served as the Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families at First 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee for 28 years. Though Mark resigned his position as 
youth pastor in 2014, after a year away, he plans to return to First Presbyterian as a volunteer 
associate pastor. 

Mark has trained youth workers across the United States and Canada, as well as in Russia, Uganda, 
South Africa, Ecuador, Trinidad, Nicaragua, and Northern Ireland, working with a wide variety of 
denominations. He has taught courses or been a guest lecturer at a number of colleges and 
seminaries, including Princeton Theological Seminary (Princeton, NJ), Vanderbilt Divinity School 



(Nashville, TN), David Lipscomb University (Nashville, TN), Travecca Nazarene College (Nashville, TN), 
King College (Bristol, TN), Montreat College (Montreat, NC), William Tyndale College (Detroit, Ml), 
Presbyterian College (Montreal, Quebec), Reformed Theological Seminary (Charlotte, NC), Tyndale 
Theological Seminary (Toronto, Canada) and Calvin College (Grand Rapids, Ml). 

Mark is the author of a number of books, including Sustainable Youth Ministry (IVP, 2008), Family- 
Based Youth Ministry (IVP, Revised and Expanded, 2004) and 2011 releases, Before You Hire a Youth 
Pastor and The Indispensable Youth Pastor (Group Publishing), both co-authored with YMA Vice- 
President, Jeff Dunn-Rankin. Mark served as the General Editor for the 2013 release, Letters to a 
Youth Worker (CYMT, 2013). Mark and his wife, Susan, co-authored a marriage book (with their 
good friends, Robert & Bobbie Wolgemuth) entitled The Most Important Year in a Woman's Life/ 
The Most Important Year in a Man's Life (Zondervan, 2003). Their marriage book has recently been 
re-released as two separate gift books, one for the bride and one for the groom, called What Every 
Bride Needs to Know, and What Every Groom Needs to Know. (Zondervan, 2013). 

Mark's articles and reviews have been published in a variety of magazines and journals, 
including The Christian Century, Theology Today, Group, YouthworkerJournal, Preaching, and Lifelong 
Faith Journal. 

Mark served as the general editor for The True Love Waits Bible. He has also contributed to a 
number of training manuals and textbooks, including Youth Ministry Handbook (Word, 2000), 
Starting Right (Zondervan, 2001), and Reaching A Generation For Christ (Moody, 1997), The New 
Interpreter's Bible Handbook for Preaching (Abingdon, 2007) and Jesus-Centered Youth Ministry 
(Group, 2007). Mark's writings have now been translated into Korean, Chinese, and Afrikaans. 

Mark graduated Summa Cum Laude from Baylor University in Waco, Texas with a B.A. in English 
and Greek in 1980, and from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1986 with a senior concentration in 
Youth Evangelism. Throughout his years spent in Waco and Princeton, Mark was involved in youth 
ministry-working with Young Life in both Waco and Montgomery, Newjersey and serving on the 
youth staff at the First United Methodist Church in Waco. Upon graduation from Princeton, he was 
awarded the first Robert Boyd Munger Youth Ministry prize. 

Mark serves as the chairman of the board for the Center for Youth Ministry Training, a two-year 
residential, masters-level, youth ministry training program based in Nashville. He also serves on the 
Alumni Board for Princeton Theological Seminary. Mark is a presenter for Homeword's 
"Understanding Your Teenager" seminars. And in addition to partnering occasionally with popular 
Christian musician, Mark Schultz, Mark is a frequent seminar speaker, training youth leaders at both 
the Youth Specialties' National Youth Workers Convention and the Simply Youth Ministry Youth 
Ministry Conference. 

Mark lives in Nashville with Susan, his wife of over 30 years, and they have three grown children: 
Adam and his wife, Sara, Debbie and her husband, Trey, and Leigh. Mark and Susan have 
three grandchildren, Parish, Nealy and Liam. 

Click here to visit Mark's blog. The Sustainable Life, (http://markdevriesblog.com) 
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Upcoming Events 

APRIL 

8 ’ 10 THE FALLS CHURCH EPISCOPAL-FALLS CHURCH, VA 

APR 

11 14 SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH-BLOOMINGTON, IL 
APR CHILDREN & YOUTH ASSESSMENT 

1 5' 17 LEAWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - LEAWOOD, KS 

APR CHILDREN & YOUTH ASSESSMENT 

1 6' 18 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - GLEN ELLYN, IL 










APR 


YOUTH MINISTRY ASSESSMENT 


20 ' 21 ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - DALLAS, TX 

APR 


24 ' 25 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NATIONAL DEVELOPERS TRAINING - RICHMOND, VA 
APR MINISTRY INCUBATORS EVENT 

28 NORTHBROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - CHICAGO, IL 

APR 


About Us 

Ministry Architects is a highly-skilled team of pastors, teachers, executives, youth workers, children's pastors, 
writers and professors. We're fanatical about success and we can help your church find clear direction and 
sustained momentum backed up by properly aligned resources. 

Popular Topics 

Children's Ministry (http://ministryarchitects.com/category/childrens-ministry/) 
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Communication (http://ministryarchitects.com/category/communication/) 
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